
SITE SYNOPSIS 

  

 

SITE NAME:  NORTH-WEST IRISH SEA cSPA 

 

SITE CODE:  004236 

  

 
The North-west Irish Sea cSPA constitutes an important resource for marine birds. The estuaries and 

bays that open into it along with connecting coastal stretches of intertidal and shallow subtidal habitats, 

provide safe feeding and roosting habitats for waterbirds throughout the winter and migration periods. 

These areas, along with more pelagic marine waters further offshore, provide additional supporting 

habitats (for foraging and other maintenance behaviours) for those seabirds that breed at colonies on 

the north-west Irish Sea’s islands and coastal headlands. These marine areas are also important for 

seabirds outside the breeding period. 

 

This SPA extends offshore along the coasts of counties Louth, Meath and Dublin, and is approximately 

2,333km2 in area. This SPA is ecologically connected to several existing SPAs in this area. 

 

The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special conservation 

interest for the following species: Common Scoter, Red-throated Diver, Great Northern Diver, Fulmar, 

Manx Shearwater, Shag, Cormorant, Little Gull, Kittiwake, Black-headed Gull, Common Gull, Lesser 

Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Little Tern, Roseate Tern, Common Tern, 

Arctic Tern, Puffin, Razorbill and Guillemot. 

 

The breeding seabird species listed for those SPAs, which abut the North-West Irish Sea SPA are: 

Fulmar (Lambay Island SPA); Cormorant (Skerries Island SPA; Ireland's Eye SPA; Lambay Island 

SPA); Shag (Skerries Island SPA; Lambay Island SPA);  Lesser Black-backed Gull (Lambay Island 

SPA); Herring Gull (Skerries Island SPA; Ireland's Eye SPA; Lambay Island SPA); Kittiwake 

(Lambay Island SPA; Ireland's Eye SPA; Howth Head SPA); Roseate Tern (Rockabill SPA); Common 

Tern (Rockabill SPA;); Arctic Tern (Rockabill SPA); Little Tern (Boyne Estuary SPA); Guillemot 

(Lambay Island SPA, Ireland’s Eye SPA); Razorbill (Lambay Island SPA, Ireland’s Eye SPA); and 

Puffin (Lambay Island SPA). The Common Tern population that is listed for the nearby South Dublin 

Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA is also likely to use this SPA as a foraging resource. 

 

Informed by two surveys of the western Irish Sea region in 2016 an estimated 120,232 and 34,626 

individual marine birds occurred in this SPA during autumn and winter respectively. Those marine 

bird species whose estimated abundances equalled or exceeded 1% of the total estimated size of the 

winter assemblage are: Red-throated Diver (538), Fulmar (506), Little Gull (391), Kittiwake (944), 

Black-headed Gull (508), Common Gull (2,866), Herring Gull (6,893), Great Black-backed Gull 

(2,096), Razorbill (4,638) and Guillemot (13,914).  

 

The estimated 2016 summer abundance of Manx Shearwater in the North West Irish Sea SPA is 

13,010 and is of international importance. The estimated 2016 autumn and winter abundances of Great 

Northern Diver in the North West Irish Sea SPA is 248 and 230 respectively and are of international 

importance. The estimated abundances of Common Scoter over parts of this SPA can reach significant 

numbers (e.g. 14,567 in December 2018) which is also of international importance. 
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